
The bochur insisted on mocking him and made 
the trip very unpleasant. When the train 

arrived at their destination, Rav Hirschprung 
went to the home of the local Rav.

As a young refugee escaping from Poland, Rav 
Pinchas Hirschprung was once on a train when 

another bochur entered his compartment.

 Bochur’l, who 
are you faking for? 

Make room for a real 
yeshiva bochur…

That was an 
amazing shtickel 
Torah you said... 

What’s your name?
Hirschprung.

The Rav summoned the wealthiest man in town... As this was happening, the bochur who had tried 
mocking Rav Hirschprung entered the Rav’s home.

Many years later, someone asked Rav 
Hirschprung, “How do you handle people 

who bother you?” He responded...

Please come 
inside... how can I 

assist you?

Er, er...

My son, I have 
lived my entire life 

that way!
The Rambam 

writes in a letter 
to his son:

Harav 
Hirschprung’s torah 

is like that of a gadol 
advanced in years. Your 

home will be blessed 
with such a guest...

I will be honored 
to host him and 

thank the Rav for 
this opportunity.

Bochur’l, your 
suit needs more 

patches...

No! No! 
you are Harav 
Hirschprung!

I ask that as a 
personal favor 

you kindly help him 
as well. He traveled 

together with me.

R' Pinchas Hirschprung זַצַ״ל, born to ים  and Leah (née Zehmin) Hirschprung (Dukla, Poland), was a ר׳ חַיִּ
יד נְחַת סוֹלֶת) of his maternal grandfather, R' Dovid Tevli תַלְמִּ ין / בַעַל מִּ ית דִּ  ,in his formative years. At 13 (אַב בֵּ
he published נְחָס י פִּ ל journal of תוֹרָה the monthly ,אֺהֶל תוֹרָה By 15, he was editing .פְרִּ שְרָאֵּ י יִּ  He joined .גְדוֹלֵּ
ין י לוּבְלִּ יבַת חֲכָמֵּ י where his ,יְשִּ נְחָס attested that זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,רֶבִּ ים knew 2200 ר׳ פִּ  !בַעַל פֶה—גְמָרָא of דַפִּ
He began teaching at ין י לוּבְלִּ יבַת חֲכָמֵּ יכָה after receiving his יְשִּ  in 1932, and became its head of סְמִּ
admissions upon R' Meir Shapiro's ירָה  ,the following October. During WWII, he fled to Vilna and then פְטִּ
in 1942, secured a Canadian visa. There, he accepted the position of לַת עַדַת יְשוּרוּן  .in Montreal רָב דְקְהִּ
When יבַת מֶרְכָז הַתוֹרָה יבָה opened, he served as יְשִּ  In 1953, Hirschprung re-established Montreal's .ראֺש יְשִּ
Bais Yaakov school for girls, which was renamed ירשפרוּנג ית יַעֲקֺב ד׳רַב הִּ ירָה in his honor after his בֵּ  He .פְטִּ
was named יבָה ים of ראֺש יְשִּ ימִּ י תְמִּ יבַת תוֹמְכֵּ ירשהוֹרן Lubavitch in 1965, and in 1969 succeeded יְשִּ עַ הִּ  as יְהוֹשֻׁ

יר יוּת Chief Rabbi, of Montreal. His ,גאב״ד הָעִּ דְקוּת was matched only by his גְאוֹנִּ  .חֶסֶד and צִּ
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ספר שמות

לעיולי נשמת חנצה בת ר׳ מרדכי ע״ה
לע״נ אמינו מרת ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד

)נפטרה כ״א טבת ה׳ תשע״ג(

פרשת שמות

 ,was born in Libau זַצַ״ל Dessler ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ אֱלִיעֶזֶר
Latvia, to ר׳ רְאוּבֵן דוֹב זַצַ״ל, a ק ה  of תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ ר׳ שִמְחָּ
 was a ,חַנָּה פרײֵדל ,of Kelm. His mother זִיסְל זַצַ״ל

granddaughter of אֵל סַלַנְטֶר זַצַ״ל ר׳ חַיִים עוֹזֶר  and a niece of ר׳ יִשְרָּ
ה he married ,יְשִיבַת קעֶלם After learning in .זַצַ״ל  a ,בּלוּמָּ
granddaughter of ה זִיסְל  During the Bolshevik revolution, in .ר׳ שִמְחָּ
1927, he moved to London. In 1941, he founded the Gateshead 
ב the Ponevezher ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף כַּהֲנְמַן זַצַ״ל At the request of .כּוֹלֵל  'R ,רָּ
Dessler emigrated to אֵל  in the Ponevezh מַשְגִיחַ  to serve as a אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ
Yeshiva in 1948. Many of his shmuessen and thoughts are collected 
in ּב מִאֵלִיָּהו  A compilation of some of R' Dessler’s .(six volumes) מִכְתָּ
 .חִדּוּשֵי ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ אֶלִיעֶזֶר עַל הַשַ״ס were printed in שַ״ס on חִדּוּשִים

  כ״ד טבת
5652 – 5713 
1892 – 1953 

 would give his זַצַ״ל Dessler ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ אֶלִיעֶזֶר 
עוֹלָם  a feeling for the eternity of תַלְמִידִים
 Imagine that you are at the largest :הַבָא
beach in the world. ד׳ grants you the time 
to watch a lone seagull visit once every 
thousand years and pick up only a single 
grain of sand at a time. However much 
time it would take for the seagull to empty 
the beach of sand is nothing when 
compared to the eternity of עוֹלָם הַבָא. With 
this thought, one should weigh a fleeting pleasure 
against the reward for eternity. 
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ה שְמוֹת בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל )שְמוֹת א׳:א׳(  וְאֵלֶּ  
 And these are the names of בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל …                                      
 Most people think that they must do something unusual or 
remarkable in order to be considered an individual who was  מְקַדֵש שֵם
 who create a צַדִיקִים This is incorrect. There are some special .שָמַיִם
 by just having their name mentioned. R' Noach Katz, the קִדוּש הַשֵם
grandfather of the author of מַלְבוּשֵי יוֹם טוֹב, was such an individual.  
 Shortly before his passing,  ַר׳ נֹח earned himself the nickname 
“ הֵן-ר׳ נֹחַ  .” He casually mentioned to someone that when he would be 
asked in שָמַיִם if he had studied תּוֹרָה, he would reply, “הֵן — yes,” for 
he had completed 55 שַ״ס times, the גִימַטְרִיָה of הֵן (5=ה and 50=ן). He 
was still referred to as  ַהֵן-ר׳ נֹח  long after his פְטִירָה. 
הֵן-ר׳ נֹחַ    had a great זְכוּת: Whenever anyone heard this 
unusual name and asked why he was called that, the person would be 
told the story and that  ַר׳ נֹח had completed 55 שַ״ס times. The 
questioner would be inspired and would redouble his own efforts in 
  .study תּוֹרָה
 On the words “ה שְמוֹת בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל  And these are the — וְאֵלֶּ
names of the Children of Israel,” רַשִ״י comments, “Although He 
counted them by their names in their lifetime, He counted them again 
after their death to make known how precious they are to Him.” רַשִ״י 
then quotes חַזַ״ל’s comparison of בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to the stars. 
 Regarding the parallel between בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל and the stars, R' 
Mordechai Gifter זַצַ״ל explains in פִרְקֵי תּוֹרָה: The stars are always 

present, whether by night, when they are seen by everyone, or by day, 
when the sun’s light renders them invisible to us. Similarly, בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל, 
particularly the צַדִיקִים, exist eternally, even after their deaths, when 
their “light” is no longer visible, but shines brightly in שָמַיִם. In the זְכוּת 
of the influence that צַדִיקִים have on their תַּלְמִידִים and followers 
during their lifetimes, as well as after their deaths, they continue to 
reach greater heights, and that is their eternal existence in the  עוֹלָם
ת מֶּ  .הָאֶּ
 The תּוֹרָה tells us about people whose names allude to their 
evil ways — נִמְרֹד and אֱדוֹם, for instance. Their names are always 
associated with the ways of the wicked. Fortunate are those צַדִיקִים — 
such as יוֹסֵף הַצַדִיק and  ַהֵן-ר׳ נֹח  — whose names inspire others to 
emulate them and follow in the path of ד׳. 
 It is not only those who are famous who can reach this level. 
Even an ordinary Jew has the power to influence others positively 
simply by the mention of his name. For instance, a person can be so 
careful in using his time that when people mention his name they 
automatically mention that he is a מַתְמִיד; or a person can be so careful 
in his dealings with others that anyone who mentions his name adds, 
"What a בַעַל מִדוֹת טוֹבוֹת he is!" Even a יְשִיבָה בָחוּר or young child who is 
outstanding in some way can cause people to associate those qualities 
with his name whenever it is mentioned. He also belongs in the 
category of those whose very names are a קִדוּש הַשֵם. 

Adapted from: עלינו לשבח (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י״ב  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*After explaining that the first four letters the ית  תּוֹרָה alluding to  אָלֶף־בֵּ
and מִילוּת חֲסָדִים מָרָא the גְּ בָת קד.) גְּ רָכוֹת continues with the (שַׁ  that the בְּ
children were ש דֵּ חַׁ דֶר in מְּ  teach us that if ל and כ ,י ,ט ,ח ,ז The letters .חֵּ
we follow the path of תּוֹרָה and מִילוּת חֲסָדִים ךָז   will ד׳ then גְּ ן אוֹתְּ , feed 
you,  ַךָח ן אוֹתְּ , grace you,  ֵּךָט  וּמ יב לְּ , and give you from His goodness,  ן נוֹתֵּ וְּ

ךָ  רֻשָהי  לְּ , and will give you inheritance (ת יִשָשכָר חֲלַׁ  children learning ,נַׁ
ךָ  ,(תּוֹרָה ר לְּ קוֹשֵּ בָאכֶ וְּ תֶר לָעוֹלָם הַׁ , and will bind you a crown for the next 
world (the וָה בָא will give you prestige in מִצְּ  .(עוֹלָם הַׁ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ת חֶסֶד פֶר אַהֲבַׁ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵּ
The יִים ץ חַׁ מָרָא continues that the message of the חָפֵּ  is loud and clear. Do not for a גְּ
moment allow yourself to think before giving דָקָה  that it will reduce your חֶסֶד or doing צְּ
wealth. On the contrary, these עֲשִים טוֹבִים ת will increase your wealth, give you מַׁ חַׁ  from נַׁ
your children and forever enhance your בָא  .עוֹלָם הַׁ

1. How did ֹיִתְרו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from יַעֲקֹב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’אַבְרָהָם use that was from מֹשֶׁ
will live until the time of ַַמָשִיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well rose toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that יִתְרוֹ ,מֹש  מֹש
must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 
the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ
…  :(ט:ט עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ  .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) …

1. How did ֹיִתְרו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from יַעֲקֹב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’אַבְרָהָם use that was from מֹשֶׁ
will live until the time of ַַמָשִיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well rose toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that יִתְרוֹ ,מֹש  מֹש
must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 
the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ
…  :(ט:ט עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ  .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) …

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

י  ֺּאמֶר בִּ מוֹת ד:יג(.… וַי לָח )שְׁ שְׁ יַד תִּ לַח נָא בְׁ שְׁ  
He [מֺּשֶה] replied: “Please … send through whomever You will send!” 
 “Through whomever you will send” — Through the one 
whom You are accustomed to send as your messenger [to the Jewish 
people]; that is, ַהֲרֺּןא ״י)   .(רַשִּ
 In הקב״ה’s first revelation to מֺּשֶה, He told מֺּשֶה to return to 
Egypt to become the leader of the Jewish people and begin the 
process that would lead to redemption. For seven days, מֺּשֶה 
contended that he was unworthy, and concluded by asking that his 
older brother, אַהֲרֺּן, be granted this calling instead. 
 The רָש דְׁ י קע״ב) מִּ עוֹנִּ מְׁ קוּט שִּ  was מֺּשֶה explains that (יַלְׁ
concerned lest אַהֲרֺּן feel hurt upon seeing that his younger brother 
was returning to replace him as the prophet and leader of the nation. 
רָאֵל had served אַהֲרֺּן שְׁ לַל יִּ  was away מֺּשֶה faithfully all the years that כְׁ
in יָן דְׁ  will see [אַהֲרֺּן] that, to the contrary, “He מֺּשֶה assured הקב״ה .מִּ
you and he will rejoice in his heart” (מוֹת ד׳:י״ד  .(שְׁ
 That מֺּשֶה did have such concerns at such a time is 
remarkable. As R' Chaim Shmulevitz יחוֹת מוּסָר) זַצַ״ל  מֺּשֶה ,notes (שִּ
was being asked to lead his nation to redemption after it had suffered 
for so long in bondage. Did the feelings of one individual really matter 
at such a time? מֺּשֶה felt that it did, and, explained R' Chaim, הקב״ה 
would have approved of his concerns had they been valid. It is only 
because הקב״ה knew that ן  would feel genuine joy in his heart אַהֲרֺּ
that He reprimanded מֺּשֶה. 
 One of the forty-eight ways through which Torah is 
acquired (קֵי אָבוֹת ו:ו רְׁ ם חֲבֵרוֹ is (פִּ עֺּל עִּ  ,sharing a friend’s burden ,נוֹשֵא בְׁ
while another is ים דּוּק חֲבֵרִּ קְׁ  exactness with friends. Both of these ,דִּ
qualities require the תוֹרָה student to be sensitive to the feelings of 
others, to seek to understand their feelings, even those that are not 
expressed. Such was the way of מֺּשֶה and such has been the way of 
Torah scholars throughout the generations. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The Manchester יבָה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  ,זַצַ״ל R' Yehudah Zev Segal ,ר
often spent the summer break at the resort city of Semmering, 
Austria. One summer, another Torah personality, R' Yitzchok Yaakov 
Weiss זַצַ״ל, came to Semmering, accompanied by his son and 
daughter-in-law. R' Weiss had served as Manchester’s ין  אַב בֵית דִּּ
before heading the rabbinical court of ם רוּשָלַיִּ ית s’יְׁ  'he and R ;עֵדָה חָרֵדִּ
Segal enjoyed a close relationship. Yet R' Segal declined an invitation 
to join R' Weiss for a שַבָת meal, explaining that this would cause R' 
Weiss’ daughter-in-law discomfort and would probably prompt her to 
eat alone at a different table. He could not allow this to happen. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Segal was once attending a רָכוֹת  meal when his host שֶבַע בְׁ
received a phone call from a single woman who had been 
unsuccessful for many years in seeking her partner in marriage. The 
host asked if R' Segal would speak to the woman. He readily agreed, 
but asked to speak to her on an extension in another room out of 
concern that the woman’s pain might be aggravated by the sounds of 
חָה מְׁ  .music and singing שִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchak Hutner זַצַ״ל, late יבָה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  of Mesivta Rabbi ר
Chaim Berlin, developed a close relationship with scores of his 
ים ידִּ מִּ יבָה They would call to share good news with the .תַלְׁ שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  and ,ר
he would rejoice like a father. 
 On one such occasion, a יד מִּ  called to report that his wife תַלְׁ
had just given birth to a baby girl. Uncharacteristically, R' Hutner 
responded, “Yes, call me back in fifteen minutes.” When the יד מִּ  תַלְׁ
called back, R' Hutner said, “When you called, I had a visitor with me 
who is still childless after many years of marriage. Had I rejoiced over 
the birth of your child in his presence, it might have caused him pain 
over his own plight. Now, I am alone. מַזָל טוֹב!” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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• Although one may begin שמו״ת from when the צִבּוּר begins 
to לֵייעֶן the ה שָּ רָּ ה at פָּ ת on מִנְחָּ בָּּ  some maintain that the ,שַׁ
ר בְחָּ מֻּ ה מִן הַׁ  the preferred method of fulfilling this ,מִצְוָּ

obligation, is to be צִבּוּר יו עִם הַׁ שִיוֹתָּ רָּ שְלִים פָּ  to complete ,מַׁ
the ה שָּ רָּ ת i.e. on ,צִבּוּר in coordination with the פָּ בָּּ  or עֶרֶב שַׁ
before the first daytime ה ת on סְעוּדָּ בָּּ  .שַׁ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

When Dayan Yechezkel Abramsky זַצַ״ל wanted to 
describe the achievement of R' Aharon Kotler זַצַ״ל in 
bringing the concept of ּמָה  to America, he could תּוֹרָה לִשְׁ
think of no higher praise than to compare R' Aharon’s 
impact to that of R' Dessler in England. “ לֶר האָט װאָס ר׳ דֶסְׁ
 — געֶטאָן פאַר עֶנגלאַנד, ר׳ אַהֲרֺן האָט געֶטאָן פאַר אַמעֶרִיקעֶ!
What R’ Dessler did for England, R’ Aharon did for 
America!” Source: The Jewish Observer 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Late summer 1941 
found R' Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler, 
״ל צַּ  in Chesham in ,זַּ
Buckinghamshire, UK, along with 
other Jewish refugees seeking a 
safe haven from constant 
German bombings of London. His 
son, Nachum Velvel, was learning 
in Telshe Yeshiva in the USA. His 
wife, Bluma, and daughter, 
Hennie, were trapped in Kelm. 
Through a series of נִסִים, his wife 
and child found their way to 
Australia, where they remained 
for the duration of the war. 
 R' Dessler was then 51 
years old; he would pass away 12 
years later. That summer, a letter 
arrived at his home from R' Dovid 
Dryan, the מוֹהֵל of Gateshead 
and founder of a small 
Gateshead יְשִיבָה. R' Dovid 
proposed the idea of a כּוֹלֵל of 
כָמִים לְמִידֵי חַּ  to learn full time in תַּ
Gateshead. R' Dovid had sent the 
same letter to 21 other בָנִים  .רַּ
Eighteen בָנִים  did not to רַּ
respond to R' Dovid’s suggestion. 
Another three בָנִים  liked the רַּ
idea, but wrote back that it was 
impractical considering the 
wartime circumstances.  
 R' Dessler alone replied 

positively to R' Dovid’s letter: 
“My heart sees a great light in 
the matter which Your Honor 
suggested — רְבֵה מְאֺד  ”.שְכָרְךָ הַּ
With R' Dessler’s encouraging 
reply to R' Dovid’s letter, the face 
of English Jewry — as well as 
Jewry throughout Europe — was 
changed forever. 
 R' Dovid was charged. 
Together with R' Dessler, in 1942, 
he established the first group of 
young כָמִים לְמִידֵי חַּ  R' Dessler .תַּ
developed a unique curriculum in 
learning. The כּוֹלֵל flourished far 
beyond all expectations and 
completely changed the remote, 
obscure town of Gateshead. 
Some of his לְמִידִים  became the תַּ
שְגִיחַּ  and the ראֺש יְשִיבָה  of the מַּ
 and opened the boarding יְשִיבָה
school and seminary. 
 My לְמִיד  what might ,תַּ
have happened if R' Dessler had 
not replied to R' Dovid’s letter? 
18 other בָנִים  felt that the idea רַּ
was not serious enough to even 
respond to it. Every opportunity 
for growth should be taken 
seriously. You never really know 
which one may change your life 
forever. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: An essay by Y. Rosenblum נ״י of 
theAn Ahavas Chesed Moment

 Do you remember of the past years’ 
 contests that had the participation of שׁוֹבְבִי״ם
over 400 boys from the US, Canada and UK?  
 Next week’s ה שָּׁ רָּ  the first – שְׁמוֹת is פָּ
ה שָּׁ רָּ  Have you ever heard of this .שׁוֹבְבִי״ם of פָּ
term? This is an acrostic of the שִׁיּוֹת רָּ מוֹתש ְׁ of פָּ , 

או ְׁ אֵרָּ אב ְׁ , חב ְׁ , לַׁ שַׁׁ תְרוֹי ְׁ , , and  ְׁ טִיםמ שְׁפָּ . According 
to the ״ל רִיזַׁ שִׁיּוֹת these ,אַׁ רָּ  are especially פָּ
opportune for ה  and for strengthening תְשׁוּבָּ
our resolve to do מִצְוֹת. This auspicious time is 
mentioned in the ן ב׳  .בְאֵר הֵיטֵב או״ח תרפ״ה סִימָּ
 Many places worldwide dedicate 
these weeks for שִׁיעוּרִים to strengthen מִצְוֹת in 
the home. Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Weekly will 
once again dedicate the next 6 weeks to 
strengthening the ה ד  of מִצְוָּ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ שְׁנַׁ
רְגּוּם ״ל R’ Moshe Feinstein .תַׁ צַׁ  writes that the זַׁ
רְגּוּם of חִיּוּב ד תַׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  is equal in שְׁנַׁ
importance to all ן נָּ בָּ  and that the ,מִצְוֹת דְרַׁ
need had never been as great as in his times – 
and surely this applies even more so to our 
own times – to have a deeper understanding 
of ב ה שֶׁבִכְתַׁ ה the written ,תוֹרָּ  .תוֹרָּ
 The   Pirchei   Agudas   Yisroel 
Weekly רְגּוּם ד תַׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  program has שְׁנַׁ
been designed as follows: 

Boys  from  1st  and  2nd  grade  should 
complete the ה שָּׁ רָּ   .שֵׁנִי until פָּ

3rd grade should complete until שְׁלִישִׁי. 
4th grade should complete until רְבִיעִי. 
5th grade should complete until חֲמִישִׁי. 
6th grade should complete until שִׁשִׁי. 
7th and 8th grades should complete the 

entire ה שָּׁ רָּ  .פָּ
 If you are interested in joining this 
special שׁוֹבְבִי״ם program this year and will 
ה review the weekly אי״ה שָּׁ רָּ  according to פָּ
your grade level, please send a fax every week 
signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include 
your grade, name, school, city & state, and 
your contact # and fax #. Due to the numerous 
requests, we will once again accept email 
submissions from parents or rebbeim of 
participants (please include same details as 
faxes) at shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com. 
We kindly request rebbeim to send a single 
fax/email per class/yeshiva with a typed list of 
names to facilitate accuracy. All names 
submitted will be entered into a raffle to win a 
beautiful set of שִׁים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  .מִקְרָּ
 We  would  also  like  to  receive 
feedback   from   elementary   schools   or 
individuals that are interested in promoting 
this extra-curricular activity in order to train  ר בַׁ
ה ה boys to be fluent in this special מִצְוָּ  .מִצְוָּ
Please  fax/email  any  comments  and/or 
suggestions to same fax/email. 

Starting This Week

Contest שובבי"ם
The 9th International Pirchei



  

Questions    week רש"י
חלק ב׳  פרק י״ב  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   

*After explaining that the first four letters the ית  תּוֹרָה alluding to  אָלֶף־בֵּ
and מִילוּת חֲסָדִים מָרָא the גְּ בָת קד.) גְּ רָכוֹת continues with the (שַׁ  that the בְּ
children were ש דֵּ חַׁ דֶר in מְּ  teach us that if ל and כ ,י ,ט ,ח ,ז The letters .חֵּ
we follow the path of תּוֹרָה and מִילוּת חֲסָדִים ךָז   will ד׳ then גְּ ן אוֹתְּ , feed 
you,  ַךָח ן אוֹתְּ , grace you,  ֵּךָט  וּמ יב לְּ , and give you from His goodness,  ן נוֹתֵּ וְּ

ךָ  רֻשָהי  לְּ , and will give you inheritance (ת יִשָשכָר חֲלַׁ  children learning ,נַׁ
ךָ  ,(תּוֹרָה ר לְּ קוֹשֵּ בָאכֶ וְּ תֶר לָעוֹלָם הַׁ , and will bind you a crown for the next 
world (the וָה בָא will give you prestige in מִצְּ  .(עוֹלָם הַׁ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ת חֶסֶד פֶר אַהֲבַׁ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵּ
The יִים ץ חַׁ מָרָא continues that the message of the חָפֵּ  is loud and clear. Do not for a גְּ
moment allow yourself to think before giving דָקָה  that it will reduce your חֶסֶד or doing צְּ
wealth. On the contrary, these עֲשִים טוֹבִים ת will increase your wealth, give you מַׁ חַׁ  from נַׁ
your children and forever enhance your בָא  .עוֹלָם הַׁ

1. How did ֹיִתְרו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from יַעֲקֹב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’אַבְרָהָם use that was from מֹשֶׁ
will live until the time of ַַמָשִיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well rose toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that יִתְרוֹ ,מֹש  מֹש
must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 
the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ
…  :(ט:ט עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ  .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) …

1. How did ֹיִתְרו know that the “Egyptian” who had saved his 
daughters was from יַעֲקֹב’s family?  

2. Which animal did ה  s time and that’אַבְרָהָם use that was from מֹשֶׁ
will live until the time of ַַמָשִיח? 

1. Because the waters of the well rose toward ֶׁה ֶׁה recognized that יִתְרוֹ ,מֹש  מֹש
must be from the family of (2:20 — ד״ה לָמָה זֶה עֲזַבְתֶן) יַעֲקֹב. 

2. A special חֲמוֹר, donkey. אַבְרָהָם had saddled this donkey for עֲקֵידַתַיִצְחָק, and it is 
the same donkey upon which ֶַַׁךְַהַמָשִיח ֶׁל זְכַרְיָ׳ַ) tells us פָסוּק will ride, as the מ
…  :(ט:ט עָנִיַוְרֹכֵבַעַלַחֲמוֹרַ  .(4:20 — ד״ה עַל הַחֲמֹר) …

*Since we only discuss 1-3 הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

לע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל

י  ֺּאמֶר בִּ מוֹת ד:יג(.… וַי לָח )שְׁ שְׁ יַד תִּ לַח נָא בְׁ שְׁ  
He [מֺּשֶה] replied: “Please … send through whomever You will send!” 
 “Through whomever you will send” — Through the one 
whom You are accustomed to send as your messenger [to the Jewish 
people]; that is, ַהֲרֺּןא ״י)   .(רַשִּ
 In הקב״ה’s first revelation to מֺּשֶה, He told מֺּשֶה to return to 
Egypt to become the leader of the Jewish people and begin the 
process that would lead to redemption. For seven days, מֺּשֶה 
contended that he was unworthy, and concluded by asking that his 
older brother, אַהֲרֺּן, be granted this calling instead. 
 The רָש דְׁ י קע״ב) מִּ עוֹנִּ מְׁ קוּט שִּ  was מֺּשֶה explains that (יַלְׁ
concerned lest אַהֲרֺּן feel hurt upon seeing that his younger brother 
was returning to replace him as the prophet and leader of the nation. 
רָאֵל had served אַהֲרֺּן שְׁ לַל יִּ  was away מֺּשֶה faithfully all the years that כְׁ
in יָן דְׁ  will see [אַהֲרֺּן] that, to the contrary, “He מֺּשֶה assured הקב״ה .מִּ
you and he will rejoice in his heart” (מוֹת ד׳:י״ד  .(שְׁ
 That מֺּשֶה did have such concerns at such a time is 
remarkable. As R' Chaim Shmulevitz יחוֹת מוּסָר) זַצַ״ל  מֺּשֶה ,notes (שִּ
was being asked to lead his nation to redemption after it had suffered 
for so long in bondage. Did the feelings of one individual really matter 
at such a time? מֺּשֶה felt that it did, and, explained R' Chaim, הקב״ה 
would have approved of his concerns had they been valid. It is only 
because הקב״ה knew that ן  would feel genuine joy in his heart אַהֲרֺּ
that He reprimanded מֺּשֶה. 
 One of the forty-eight ways through which Torah is 
acquired (קֵי אָבוֹת ו:ו רְׁ ם חֲבֵרוֹ is (פִּ עֺּל עִּ  ,sharing a friend’s burden ,נוֹשֵא בְׁ
while another is ים דּוּק חֲבֵרִּ קְׁ  exactness with friends. Both of these ,דִּ
qualities require the תוֹרָה student to be sensitive to the feelings of 
others, to seek to understand their feelings, even those that are not 
expressed. Such was the way of מֺּשֶה and such has been the way of 
Torah scholars throughout the generations. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 The Manchester יבָה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  ,זַצַ״ל R' Yehudah Zev Segal ,ר
often spent the summer break at the resort city of Semmering, 
Austria. One summer, another Torah personality, R' Yitzchok Yaakov 
Weiss זַצַ״ל, came to Semmering, accompanied by his son and 
daughter-in-law. R' Weiss had served as Manchester’s ין  אַב בֵית דִּּ
before heading the rabbinical court of ם רוּשָלַיִּ ית s’יְׁ  'he and R ;עֵדָה חָרֵדִּ
Segal enjoyed a close relationship. Yet R' Segal declined an invitation 
to join R' Weiss for a שַבָת meal, explaining that this would cause R' 
Weiss’ daughter-in-law discomfort and would probably prompt her to 
eat alone at a different table. He could not allow this to happen. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Segal was once attending a רָכוֹת  meal when his host שֶבַע בְׁ
received a phone call from a single woman who had been 
unsuccessful for many years in seeking her partner in marriage. The 
host asked if R' Segal would speak to the woman. He readily agreed, 
but asked to speak to her on an extension in another room out of 
concern that the woman’s pain might be aggravated by the sounds of 
חָה מְׁ  .music and singing שִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 R' Yitzchak Hutner זַצַ״ל, late יבָה שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  of Mesivta Rabbi ר
Chaim Berlin, developed a close relationship with scores of his 
ים ידִּ מִּ יבָה They would call to share good news with the .תַלְׁ שִּ ֺּאש יְׁ  and ,ר
he would rejoice like a father. 
 On one such occasion, a יד מִּ  called to report that his wife תַלְׁ
had just given birth to a baby girl. Uncharacteristically, R' Hutner 
responded, “Yes, call me back in fifteen minutes.” When the יד מִּ  תַלְׁ
called back, R' Hutner said, “When you called, I had a visitor with me 
who is still childless after many years of marriage. Had I rejoiced over 
the birth of your child in his presence, it might have caused him pain 
over his own plight. Now, I am alone. מַזָל טוֹב!” 

Adapted from: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּם רְגוּ ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ

Halacha 
Corner

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

Sensitivities

Living   Timeless Torahwith 
the

• Although one may begin שמו״ת from when the צִבּוּר begins 
to לֵייעֶן the ה שָּ רָּ ה at פָּ ת on מִנְחָּ בָּּ  some maintain that the ,שַׁ
ר בְחָּ מֻּ ה מִן הַׁ  the preferred method of fulfilling this ,מִצְוָּ

obligation, is to be צִבּוּר יו עִם הַׁ שִיוֹתָּ רָּ שְלִים פָּ  to complete ,מַׁ
the ה שָּ רָּ ת i.e. on ,צִבּוּר in coordination with the פָּ בָּּ  or עֶרֶב שַׁ
before the first daytime ה ת on סְעוּדָּ בָּּ  .שַׁ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

When Dayan Yechezkel Abramsky זַצַ״ל wanted to 
describe the achievement of R' Aharon Kotler זַצַ״ל in 
bringing the concept of ּמָה  to America, he could תּוֹרָה לִשְׁ
think of no higher praise than to compare R' Aharon’s 
impact to that of R' Dessler in England. “ לֶר האָט װאָס ר׳ דֶסְׁ
 — געֶטאָן פאַר עֶנגלאַנד, ר׳ אַהֲרֺן האָט געֶטאָן פאַר אַמעֶרִיקעֶ!
What R’ Dessler did for England, R’ Aharon did for 
America!” Source: The Jewish Observer 

Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Late summer 1941 
found R' Eliyahu Eliezer Dessler, 
״ל צַּ  in Chesham in ,זַּ
Buckinghamshire, UK, along with 
other Jewish refugees seeking a 
safe haven from constant 
German bombings of London. His 
son, Nachum Velvel, was learning 
in Telshe Yeshiva in the USA. His 
wife, Bluma, and daughter, 
Hennie, were trapped in Kelm. 
Through a series of נִסִים, his wife 
and child found their way to 
Australia, where they remained 
for the duration of the war. 
 R' Dessler was then 51 
years old; he would pass away 12 
years later. That summer, a letter 
arrived at his home from R' Dovid 
Dryan, the מוֹהֵל of Gateshead 
and founder of a small 
Gateshead יְשִיבָה. R' Dovid 
proposed the idea of a כּוֹלֵל of 
כָמִים לְמִידֵי חַּ  to learn full time in תַּ
Gateshead. R' Dovid had sent the 
same letter to 21 other בָנִים  .רַּ
Eighteen בָנִים  did not to רַּ
respond to R' Dovid’s suggestion. 
Another three בָנִים  liked the רַּ
idea, but wrote back that it was 
impractical considering the 
wartime circumstances.  
 R' Dessler alone replied 

positively to R' Dovid’s letter: 
“My heart sees a great light in 
the matter which Your Honor 
suggested — רְבֵה מְאֺד  ”.שְכָרְךָ הַּ
With R' Dessler’s encouraging 
reply to R' Dovid’s letter, the face 
of English Jewry — as well as 
Jewry throughout Europe — was 
changed forever. 
 R' Dovid was charged. 
Together with R' Dessler, in 1942, 
he established the first group of 
young כָמִים לְמִידֵי חַּ  R' Dessler .תַּ
developed a unique curriculum in 
learning. The כּוֹלֵל flourished far 
beyond all expectations and 
completely changed the remote, 
obscure town of Gateshead. 
Some of his לְמִידִים  became the תַּ
שְגִיחַּ  and the ראֺש יְשִיבָה  of the מַּ
 and opened the boarding יְשִיבָה
school and seminary. 
 My לְמִיד  what might ,תַּ
have happened if R' Dessler had 
not replied to R' Dovid’s letter? 
18 other בָנִים  felt that the idea רַּ
was not serious enough to even 
respond to it. Every opportunity 
for growth should be taken 
seriously. You never really know 
which one may change your life 
forever. 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your  ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: An essay by Y. Rosenblum נ״י of 
theAn Ahavas Chesed Moment

 Do you remember of the past years’ 
 contests that had the participation of שׁוֹבְבִי״ם
over 400 boys from the US, Canada and UK?  
 Next week’s ה שָּׁ רָּ  the first – שְׁמוֹת is פָּ
ה שָּׁ רָּ  Have you ever heard of this .שׁוֹבְבִי״ם of פָּ
term? This is an acrostic of the שִׁיּוֹת רָּ מוֹתש ְׁ of פָּ , 

או ְׁ אֵרָּ אב ְׁ , חב ְׁ , לַׁ שַׁׁ תְרוֹי ְׁ , , and  ְׁ טִיםמ שְׁפָּ . According 
to the ״ל רִיזַׁ שִׁיּוֹת these ,אַׁ רָּ  are especially פָּ
opportune for ה  and for strengthening תְשׁוּבָּ
our resolve to do מִצְוֹת. This auspicious time is 
mentioned in the ן ב׳  .בְאֵר הֵיטֵב או״ח תרפ״ה סִימָּ
 Many places worldwide dedicate 
these weeks for שִׁיעוּרִים to strengthen מִצְוֹת in 
the home. Pirchei Agudas Yisroel Weekly will 
once again dedicate the next 6 weeks to 
strengthening the ה ד  of מִצְוָּ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ שְׁנַׁ
רְגּוּם ״ל R’ Moshe Feinstein .תַׁ צַׁ  writes that the זַׁ
רְגּוּם of חִיּוּב ד תַׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  is equal in שְׁנַׁ
importance to all ן נָּ בָּ  and that the ,מִצְוֹת דְרַׁ
need had never been as great as in his times – 
and surely this applies even more so to our 
own times – to have a deeper understanding 
of ב ה שֶׁבִכְתַׁ ה the written ,תוֹרָּ  .תוֹרָּ
 The   Pirchei   Agudas   Yisroel 
Weekly רְגּוּם ד תַׁ א וְאֶחָּ יִם מִקְרָּ  program has שְׁנַׁ
been designed as follows: 

Boys  from  1st  and  2nd  grade  should 
complete the ה שָּׁ רָּ   .שֵׁנִי until פָּ

3rd grade should complete until שְׁלִישִׁי. 
4th grade should complete until רְבִיעִי. 
5th grade should complete until חֲמִישִׁי. 
6th grade should complete until שִׁשִׁי. 
7th and 8th grades should complete the 

entire ה שָּׁ רָּ  .פָּ
 If you are interested in joining this 
special שׁוֹבְבִי״ם program this year and will 
ה review the weekly אי״ה שָּׁ רָּ  according to פָּ
your grade level, please send a fax every week 
signed by a parent to 718 506 9633 – include 
your grade, name, school, city & state, and 
your contact # and fax #. Due to the numerous 
requests, we will once again accept email 
submissions from parents or rebbeim of 
participants (please include same details as 
faxes) at shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com. 
We kindly request rebbeim to send a single 
fax/email per class/yeshiva with a typed list of 
names to facilitate accuracy. All names 
submitted will be entered into a raffle to win a 
beautiful set of שִׁים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ  .מִקְרָּ
 We  would  also  like  to  receive 
feedback   from   elementary   schools   or 
individuals that are interested in promoting 
this extra-curricular activity in order to train  ר בַׁ
ה ה boys to be fluent in this special מִצְוָּ  .מִצְוָּ
Please  fax/email  any  comments  and/or 
suggestions to same fax/email. 

Starting This Week

Contest שובבי"ם
The 9th International Pirchei



The bochur insisted on mocking him and made 
the trip very unpleasant. When the train 

arrived at their destination, Rav Hirschprung 
went to the home of the local Rav.

As a young refugee escaping from Poland, Rav 
Pinchas Hirschprung was once on a train when 

another bochur entered his compartment.

 Bochur’l, who 
are you faking for? 

Make room for a real 
yeshiva bochur…

That was an 
amazing shtickel 
Torah you said... 

What’s your name?
Hirschprung.

The Rav summoned the wealthiest man in town... As this was happening, the bochur who had tried 
mocking Rav Hirschprung entered the Rav’s home.

Many years later, someone asked Rav 
Hirschprung, “How do you handle people 

who bother you?” He responded...

Please come 
inside... how can I 

assist you?

Er, er...

My son, I have 
lived my entire life 

that way!
The Rambam 

writes in a letter 
to his son:

Harav 
Hirschprung’s torah 

is like that of a gadol 
advanced in years. Your 

home will be blessed 
with such a guest...

I will be honored 
to host him and 

thank the Rav for 
this opportunity.

Bochur’l, your 
suit needs more 

patches...

No! No! 
you are Harav 
Hirschprung!

I ask that as a 
personal favor 

you kindly help him 
as well. He traveled 

together with me.

R' Pinchas Hirschprung זַצַ״ל, born to ים  and Leah (née Zehmin) Hirschprung (Dukla, Poland), was a ר׳ חַיִּ
יד נְחַת סוֹלֶת) of his maternal grandfather, R' Dovid Tevli תַלְמִּ ין / בַעַל מִּ ית דִּ  ,in his formative years. At 13 (אַב בֵּ
he published נְחָס י פִּ ל journal of תוֹרָה the monthly ,אֺהֶל תוֹרָה By 15, he was editing .פְרִּ שְרָאֵּ י יִּ  He joined .גְדוֹלֵּ
ין י לוּבְלִּ יבַת חֲכָמֵּ י where his ,יְשִּ נְחָס attested that זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,רֶבִּ ים knew 2200 ר׳ פִּ  !בַעַל פֶה—גְמָרָא of דַפִּ
He began teaching at ין י לוּבְלִּ יבַת חֲכָמֵּ יכָה after receiving his יְשִּ  in 1932, and became its head of סְמִּ
admissions upon R' Meir Shapiro's ירָה  ,the following October. During WWII, he fled to Vilna and then פְטִּ
in 1942, secured a Canadian visa. There, he accepted the position of לַת עַדַת יְשוּרוּן  .in Montreal רָב דְקְהִּ
When יבַת מֶרְכָז הַתוֹרָה יבָה opened, he served as יְשִּ  In 1953, Hirschprung re-established Montreal's .ראֺש יְשִּ
Bais Yaakov school for girls, which was renamed ירשפרוּנג ית יַעֲקֺב ד׳רַב הִּ ירָה in his honor after his בֵּ  He .פְטִּ
was named יבָה ים of ראֺש יְשִּ ימִּ י תְמִּ יבַת תוֹמְכֵּ ירשהוֹרן Lubavitch in 1965, and in 1969 succeeded יְשִּ עַ הִּ  as יְהוֹשֻׁ

יר יוּת Chief Rabbi, of Montreal. His ,גאב״ד הָעִּ דְקוּת was matched only by his גְאוֹנִּ  .חֶסֶד and צִּ
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ספר שמות

לעיולי נשמת חנצה בת ר׳ מרדכי ע״ה
לע״נ אמינו מרת ליבא ע״ה בת ר׳ דוד זאב הי״ד

)נפטרה כ״א טבת ה׳ תשע״ג(

פרשת שמות

 ,was born in Libau זַצַ״ל Dessler ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ אֱלִיעֶזֶר
Latvia, to ר׳ רְאוּבֵן דוֹב זַצַ״ל, a ק ה  of תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ ר׳ שִמְחָּ
 was a ,חַנָּה פרײֵדל ,of Kelm. His mother זִיסְל זַצַ״ל

granddaughter of אֵל סַלַנְטֶר זַצַ״ל ר׳ חַיִים עוֹזֶר  and a niece of ר׳ יִשְרָּ
ה he married ,יְשִיבַת קעֶלם After learning in .זַצַ״ל  a ,בּלוּמָּ
granddaughter of ה זִיסְל  During the Bolshevik revolution, in .ר׳ שִמְחָּ
1927, he moved to London. In 1941, he founded the Gateshead 
ב the Ponevezher ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף כַּהֲנְמַן זַצַ״ל At the request of .כּוֹלֵל  'R ,רָּ
Dessler emigrated to אֵל  in the Ponevezh מַשְגִיחַ  to serve as a אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ
Yeshiva in 1948. Many of his shmuessen and thoughts are collected 
in ּב מִאֵלִיָּהו  A compilation of some of R' Dessler’s .(six volumes) מִכְתָּ
 .חִדּוּשֵי ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ אֶלִיעֶזֶר עַל הַשַ״ס were printed in שַ״ס on חִדּוּשִים

  כ״ד טבת
5652 – 5713 
1892 – 1953 

 would give his זַצַ״ל Dessler ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ אֶלִיעֶזֶר 
עוֹלָם  a feeling for the eternity of תַלְמִידִים
 Imagine that you are at the largest :הַבָא
beach in the world. ד׳ grants you the time 
to watch a lone seagull visit once every 
thousand years and pick up only a single 
grain of sand at a time. However much 
time it would take for the seagull to empty 
the beach of sand is nothing when 
compared to the eternity of עוֹלָם הַבָא. With 
this thought, one should weigh a fleeting pleasure 
against the reward for eternity. 
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ה שְמוֹת בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל )שְמוֹת א׳:א׳(  וְאֵלֶּ  
 And these are the names of בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל …                                      
 Most people think that they must do something unusual or 
remarkable in order to be considered an individual who was  מְקַדֵש שֵם
 who create a צַדִיקִים This is incorrect. There are some special .שָמַיִם
 by just having their name mentioned. R' Noach Katz, the קִדוּש הַשֵם
grandfather of the author of מַלְבוּשֵי יוֹם טוֹב, was such an individual.  
 Shortly before his passing,  ַר׳ נֹח earned himself the nickname 
“ הֵן-ר׳ נֹחַ  .” He casually mentioned to someone that when he would be 
asked in שָמַיִם if he had studied תּוֹרָה, he would reply, “הֵן — yes,” for 
he had completed 55 שַ״ס times, the גִימַטְרִיָה of הֵן (5=ה and 50=ן). He 
was still referred to as  ַהֵן-ר׳ נֹח  long after his פְטִירָה. 
הֵן-ר׳ נֹחַ    had a great זְכוּת: Whenever anyone heard this 
unusual name and asked why he was called that, the person would be 
told the story and that  ַר׳ נֹח had completed 55 שַ״ס times. The 
questioner would be inspired and would redouble his own efforts in 
  .study תּוֹרָה
 On the words “ה שְמוֹת בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל  And these are the — וְאֵלֶּ
names of the Children of Israel,” רַשִ״י comments, “Although He 
counted them by their names in their lifetime, He counted them again 
after their death to make known how precious they are to Him.” רַשִ״י 
then quotes חַזַ״ל’s comparison of בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to the stars. 
 Regarding the parallel between בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל and the stars, R' 
Mordechai Gifter זַצַ״ל explains in פִרְקֵי תּוֹרָה: The stars are always 

present, whether by night, when they are seen by everyone, or by day, 
when the sun’s light renders them invisible to us. Similarly, בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל, 
particularly the צַדִיקִים, exist eternally, even after their deaths, when 
their “light” is no longer visible, but shines brightly in שָמַיִם. In the זְכוּת 
of the influence that צַדִיקִים have on their תַּלְמִידִים and followers 
during their lifetimes, as well as after their deaths, they continue to 
reach greater heights, and that is their eternal existence in the  עוֹלָם
ת מֶּ  .הָאֶּ
 The תּוֹרָה tells us about people whose names allude to their 
evil ways — נִמְרֹד and אֱדוֹם, for instance. Their names are always 
associated with the ways of the wicked. Fortunate are those צַדִיקִים — 
such as יוֹסֵף הַצַדִיק and  ַהֵן-ר׳ נֹח  — whose names inspire others to 
emulate them and follow in the path of ד׳. 
 It is not only those who are famous who can reach this level. 
Even an ordinary Jew has the power to influence others positively 
simply by the mention of his name. For instance, a person can be so 
careful in using his time that when people mention his name they 
automatically mention that he is a מַתְמִיד; or a person can be so careful 
in his dealings with others that anyone who mentions his name adds, 
"What a בַעַל מִדוֹת טוֹבוֹת he is!" Even a יְשִיבָה בָחוּר or young child who is 
outstanding in some way can cause people to associate those qualities 
with his name whenever it is mentioned. He also belongs in the 
category of those whose very names are a קִדוּש הַשֵם. 

Adapted from: עלינו לשבח (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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